
Fixation on Past Presents Forward Progress 
Bible (ESV unless noted) 

 
Isaiah 65:17-18 (to creating) (MSG) 
Pay close attention now: I’m creating new heavens and a new earth.  All the 
earlier troubles, chaos, and pain are things of the past, to be forgotten.  Look 
ahead with joy. Anticipate what I’m creating… 
 
Genesis 37:3-8, 23-24 when (to 1st .), 28 
Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his sons, because he was the son 
of his old age. And he made him a robe of many colors.  But when his 
brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they 
hated him and could not speak peacefully to him. 
 
…when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the robe 
of many colors that he wore.  And they took him and threw him into a pit. 
Then Midianite traders passed by. And they drew Joseph up and lifted him 
out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. 
They took Joseph to Egypt. 
 
When Reuben returned to the pit and saw that Joseph was not in the pit, he 
tore his clothes and returned to his brothers and said, “The boy is gone, and 
I, where shall I go?” 
 
Genesis 41:1 (to dreamed), 8 in, 14 (to Joseph), 15-16, 38-40 
After two whole years, Pharaoh dreamed… in the morning his spirit was 
troubled, and he sent and called for all the magicians of Egypt and all its 
wise men. Pharaoh told them his dreams, but there was none who could 
interpret them to Pharaoh. 
 
Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph… And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have 
had a dream, and there is no one who can interpret it. I have heard it said of 
you that when you hear a dream you can interpret it.”  Joseph answered 
Pharaoh, “It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh a favorable answer.” 
 
And Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we find a man like this, in whom is 
the Spirit of God?”  Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has shown 
you all this, there is none so discerning and wise as you are.  You shall be 
over my house, and all my people shall order themselves as you command.  
Only as regards the throne will I be greater than you. 



 
Genesis 42:1-2, 8 
When Jacob learned that there was grain for sale in Egypt, he said to his 
sons, “Why do you look at one another?”  And he said, “Behold, I have 
heard that there is grain for sale in Egypt. Go down and buy grain for us 
there, that we may live and not die.”  And Joseph recognized his brothers, 
but they did not recognize him. 
 
Genesis 45:4-5, 8-11 He (to you) 
So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they came 
near. And he said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt.  
And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me 
here, for God sent me before you to preserve life.  He has made me a father 
to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt.  
Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, 
God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; do not tarry.  You 
shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your 
children and your children's children, and your flocks, your herds, and all 
that you have.  There I will provide for you… 
 
Exodus 3:1, 7-8 (to 1st ,) 
Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of 
Midian, and he led his flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to 
Horeb, the mountain of God. 
 
Then the LORD said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are 
in Egypt and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters. I know their 
sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the 
Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, 
 
Exodus 16:2-3 the 
…the whole congregation of the people of Israel grumbled against Moses 
and Aaron in the wilderness, and the people of Israel said to them, “Would 
that we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat 
by the meat pots and ate bread to the full, for you have brought us out into 
this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” 
 
Exodus 17:3-4 Why (to people) 



Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our 
livestock with thirst?  So Moses cried to the LORD, “What shall I do with 
this people? 
 
Isaiah 65:18-19 (to people) (MSG) 
Look ahead with joy. Anticipate what I’m creating: I’ll create Jerusalem as 
sheer joy, create my people as pure delight. I’ll take joy in Jerusalem, take 
delight in my people… 
 
Hebrews 12:1 let 
…let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let 
us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 
 
Luke 9:62 No 
No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom 
of God. 
 
Luke 9:5 shake (to feet) 
…shake off the very dust from your feet… 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17 if (Phillips) 
…if a man is in Christ he becomes a new person altogether—the past is 
finished and gone, everything has become fresh and new. 
 
John 9:1-9 (MSG) 
Walking down the street, Jesus saw a man blind from birth. His disciples 
asked, "Rabbi, who sinned: this man or his parents, causing him to be born 
blind?" Jesus said, "You're asking the wrong question. You're looking for 
someone to blame. There is no such cause-effect here. Look instead for what 
God can do. He said this and then spit in the dust, made a clay paste with the 
saliva, rubbed the paste on the blind man's eyes, and said, "Go, wash at the 
Pool of Siloam" (Siloam means "Sent"). The man went and washed—and 
saw. 
 
Romans 6:6 (to ?), 13-14, 22 (MSG) 
Could it be any clearer?  Throw yourselves wholeheartedly and full-time 
into God’s way of doing things. After all, you’re not living under that old 
tyranny any longer. You’re living in the freedom of God. A whole, healed, 
put-together life right now, with more and more of life on the way! 
 



Colossians 3:9 (MSG) 
You're done with that old life. It's like a filthy set of ill-fitting clothes you've 
stripped off and put in the fire. Now you're dressed in a new wardrobe. 
Every item of your new way of life is custom-made by the Creator, with his 
label on it. 
 
Isaiah 43:20 (to present) 
Forget about what's happened; don't keep going over old history. Be alert, be 
present. 
 
Ecclesiastes 3:15 (MSG) 
Whatever was, is. Whatever will be, is. That’s how it always is with God. 
 
 

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures and Prose Works 
by Mary Baker Eddy 

 
Ret. 21:13-18, 25-2 our 
…our material, mortal history is but the record of dreams, not of man’s real 
existence, and the dream has no place in the Science of being. It is “as a tale 
that is told,” and “as the shadow when it declineth.” The heavenly intent of 
earth’s shadows is to chasten the affections, to rebuke human consciousness 
and turn it gladly from a material, false sense of life and happiness, to 
spiritual joy and true estimate of being. 
 
Mere historic incidents and personal events are frivolous and of no moment, 
unless they illustrate the ethics of Truth. To this end, but only to this end, 
such narrations may be admissible and advisable; but if spiritual conclusions 
are separated from their premises, the nexus is lost, and the argument, with 
its rightful conclusions, becomes correspondingly obscure. The human 
history needs to be revised, and the material record expunged. 
 
21:9-12 
If the disciple is advancing spiritually, he is striving to enter in. He 
constantly turns away from material sense, and looks towards the 
imperishable things of Spirit. 
 
66:11-14 



Spiritual development germinates not from seed sown in the soil of material 
hopes, but when these decay, Love propagates anew the higher joys of 
Spirit, which have no taint of earth.  
 
My. 12:20-21, 26 
We own no past, no future, we possess only now. Faith in divine Love 
supplies the ever-present help and now, and gives the power to “act in the 
living present. 
 
213:12 
Material theories partially paralyze this attraction towards infinite and 
eternal good by an opposite attraction towards the finite, temporary, and 
discordant. 
 
263:1-4, 7-10 (to earth), 11 (only) 
Mortals are egotists. They believe themselves to be independent workers, 
personal authors, and even privileged originators of something which Deity 
would not or could not create. 
 
When mortal man blends his thoughts of existence with the spiritual and 
works only as God works, he will no longer grope in the dark and cling to 
earth…  Carnal beliefs defraud us. 
 
264:3-8 
The crude creations of mortal thought must finally give place to the glorious 
forms which we sometimes behold in the camera of divine Mind, when the 
mental picture is spiritual and eternal. Mortals must look beyond fading, 
finite forms, if they would gain the true sense of things. 
 
409:20 
The real man is spiritual and immortal, but the mortal and imperfect so-
called “children of men” are counterfeits from the beginning, to be laid aside 
for the pure reality. This mortal is put off, and the new man or real man is 
put on, in proportion as mortals realize the Science of man and seek the true 
model. 
 
265:5 
Mortals must gravitate Godward, their affections and aims grow spiritual, —
 they must near the broader interpretations of being, and gain some proper 
sense of the infinite, — in order that sin and mortality may be put off. 



 
262:7, 24, 27 
By putting “off the old man with his deeds,” mortals “put on immortality.” 
 
Starting from a higher standpoint, one rises spontaneously, even as light 
emits light without effort; for “where your treasure is, there will your heart 
be also.” 
 
The foundation of mortal discord is a false sense of man’s origin. To begin 
rightly is to end rightly. Every concept which seems to begin with the brain 
begins falsely. Divine Mind is the only cause or Principle of existence. 
Cause does not exist in matter, in mortal mind, or in physical forms. 
 
261:24 
Breaking away from the mutations of time and sense, you will neither lose 
the solid objects and ends of life nor your own identity. Fixing your gaze on 
the realities supernal, you will rise to the spiritual consciousness of being, 
even as the bird which has burst from the egg and preens its wings for a 
skyward flight. 
 
323:32-4 
Willingness to become as a little child and to leave the old for the new, 
renders thought receptive of the advanced idea. Gladness to leave the false 
landmarks and joy to see them disappear, — this disposition helps to 
precipitate the ultimate harmony. 
 
322:9 
It is highly important — in view of the immense work to be accomplished 
before this recognition of divine Science can come — to turn our thoughts 
towards divine Principle, that finite belief may be prepared to relinquish its 
error. 
 
323:9 
Beholding the infinite tasks of truth, we pause, — wait on God. Then we 
push onward, until boundless thought walks enraptured, and conception 
unconfined is winged to reach the divine glory. 
 
265:10 
This scientific sense of being, forsaking matter for Spirit, by no means 
suggests man’s absorption into Deity and the loss of his identity, but confers 



upon man enlarged individuality, a wider sphere of thought and action, a 
more expansive love, a higher and more permanent peace. 


